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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 238o, 701, 1395y, 
1396b, 1397d, 2996f of this title; title 5 section 8902; title 
10 section 1073; title 18 section 4005; title 22 section 2504; 
title 25 section 1621x; title 38 section 1707. 

§ 14401. Findings and purpose 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Federal Government provides finan-

cial support for the provision of and payment 
for health care services, as well as for advo-
cacy activities to protect the rights of individ-
uals. 

(2) Assisted suicide, euthanasia, and mercy 
killing have been criminal offenses throughout 
the United States and, under current law, it 
would be unlawful to provide services in sup-
port of such illegal activities. 

(3) Because of recent legal developments, it 
may become lawful in areas of the United 
States to furnish services in support of such 
activities. 

(4) Congress is not providing Federal finan-
cial assistance in support of assisted suicide, 
euthanasia, and mercy killing and intends 
that Federal funds not be used to promote 
such activities. 

(b) Purpose 

It is the principal purpose of this chapter to 
continue current Federal policy by providing ex-
plicitly that Federal funds may not be used to 
pay for items and services (including assistance) 
the purpose of which is to cause (or assist in 
causing) the suicide, euthanasia, or mercy kill-
ing of any individual. 

(Pub. L. 105–12, § 2, Apr. 30, 1997, 111 Stat. 23.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 105–12, Apr. 30, 
1997, 111 Stat. 23, known as the Assisted Suicide Fund-
ing Restriction Act of 1997. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
below and Tables. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 11 of Pub. L. 105–12 provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of this Act [see 

Short Title note below] (and the amendments made by 
this Act) take effect upon its enactment [Apr. 30, 1997] 
and apply, subject to subsection (b), to Federal pay-
ments made pursuant to obligations incurred after the 
date of the enactment of this Act for items and services 
provided on or after such date. 

‘‘(b) APPLICATION TO CONTRACTS.—Such provisions 
shall apply with respect to contracts entered into, re-

newed, or extended after the date of the enactment of 
this Act [Apr. 30, 1997] and shall also apply to a con-
tract entered into before such date to the extent per-
mitted under such contract.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1(a) of Pub. L. 105–12 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this chapter, section 238o of this title, section 
1621x of Title 25, Indians, and section 1707 of Title 38, 
Veterans’ Benefits, amending sections 295, 701, 1395y, 
1395cc, 1396a, 1396b, 1397d, 2996f, 6022, 6042, 6062, 6082, and 
10805 of this title, section 8902 of Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees, section 1073 of Title 10, 
Armed Forces, section 4005 of Title 18, Crimes and 
Criminal Procedure, section 2504 of Title 22, Foreign 
Relations and Intercourse, and section 794e of Title 29, 
Labor, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 
this section and section 295 of this title] may be cited 
as the ‘Assisted Suicide Funding Restriction Act of 
1997’.’’ 

CONSTRUCTION OF CONFORMING AMENDMENTS 

Section 9(p) of Pub. L. 105–12 provided that: ‘‘The fact 
that a law is not amended under this section [enacting 
section 238o of this title, section 1621x of Title 25, Indi-
ans, and section 1707 of Title 38, Veterans’ Benefits, 
amending sections 701, 1395y, 1395cc, 1396a, 1396b, 1397d, 
2996f, 6022, 6042, 6062, 6082, and 10805 of this title, section 
8902 of Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees, section 1073 of Title 10, Armed Forces, section 4005 
of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, section 2504 
of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse, and sec-
tion 794e of Title 29, Labor] shall not be construed as 
indicating that the provisions of this Act [see Short 
Title note above] do not apply to such a law.’’ 

§ 14402. Restriction on use of Federal funds 
under health care programs 

(a) Restriction on Federal funding of health care 
services 

Subject to subsection (b) of this section, no 
funds appropriated by Congress for the purpose 
of paying (directly or indirectly) for the provi-
sion of health care services may be used— 

(1) to provide any health care item or service 
furnished for the purpose of causing, or for the 
purpose of assisting in causing, the death of 
any individual, such as by assisted suicide, eu-
thanasia, or mercy killing; 

(2) to pay (directly, through payment of Fed-
eral financial participation or other matching 
payment, or otherwise) for such an item or 
service, including payment of expenses relat-
ing to such an item or service; or 

(3) to pay (in whole or in part) for health 
benefit coverage that includes any coverage of 
such an item or service or of any expenses re-
lating to such an item or service. 

(b) Construction and treatment of certain serv-
ices 

Nothing in subsection (a) of this section, or in 
any other provision of this chapter (or in any 
amendment made by this chapter), shall be con-
strued to apply to or to affect any limitation re-
lating to— 

(1) the withholding or withdrawing of medi-
cal treatment or medical care; 

(2) the withholding or withdrawing of nutri-
tion or hydration; 

(3) abortion; or 
(4) the use of an item, good, benefit, or serv-

ice furnished for the purpose of alleviating 
pain or discomfort, even if such use may in-
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